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To correspond with  the 50th anniversary of television in Australia and recent exhibitions at the 
Museum of Light and Sound and elsewhere,  Richard Rennie gave a talk on the earliest begin-
nings of television and gave a demonstration of the Nipkow Disc and a working model of the 
Baird televisor at the September meeting. 

At the August meeting, guest speaker Peter Hobson 
(right) gave a very entertaining talk about his time as a 
technician with TVW Channel 7 from 1959 through to 
the early 80’s. 

And -  at the October meeting 
our guest speaker was John 
Foster , an expert and prolific 
collector of music boxes and 
associated devices. He man-
aged to bring a few highlights 
from his vast collection for us 
to see. 
Very impressive! 
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This is our 101st edition of the club 
magazine -  heading to our 200th ! 
Hopefully the club will be around to 
see it and be as big as the “Hill & Dale 
News”. If only we last as long from 
1919 as that club has -  heading to its 
first century. 
I’ve lost a very good customer and 
friend - Wally Forman, more so from 
my old store in Walcott St. My heartfelt 
condolences go out to Lyn, Glen and 
Mark for the loss of a husband and fa-
ther. I first met Wally at the ABC in 
Perth. 
In August we had Peter Hobson telling 
us all about the early days of channel 
7, from 1959 to the early 80’s. A good 
hour plus talk. Peter says he would be 
delighted to come back again some-
time for another talk. 
Richard Rennie gave a talk and dem-
onstration of mechanical television at 
the September meeting. I think Rich-
ard should get a TV award! His talk 
covered the very beginnings of 
(mechanical) TV from 1893 on. Rod-
ney House became a TV star for a mo-
ment when Richard demonstrated the 
technique of scanning a subject with a 
disk with holes in it. I was very im-
pressed with the “Rennie Vision” look-
ing very much like John Logie-Baird’s 
televisor of the 1930’s. Televisors sold 
in their thousands, but the Rennie-
Vision is a one-off! Could be rare one 
day! 
At the October meeting, Tony Smith in-�!&����(�� �����0	
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troduced our guest speaker for the 
night - John Foster. John gave a talk 
and demo of very old, rare and elabo-
rate music boxes. His collection num-
bers over 200 music boxes and re-
lated items. He brought in about six 
items to show. The oldest was a Caril-
lion clock c.1685. Another was a re-
peating musical watch c.1889 and a 
Polyphon Emerald Disc Music box, 
c1904. It takes 24” metal disks. Quite 
rare with only 1500 ever being made 
and only two known in Australia. 
John will also be happy to come back 
again in the near future. Thanks John. 
Don’t forget the club’s family Christ-
mas barbeque picnic on the 3rd De-
cember up on Wireless Hill from 
10am onward 
All the best…….. 
 
 
 Yours, Len Lewis 
(Alias: ‘ol 55’) 
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THE SECRETAR’S REPORT 
�
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�This being the last issue of Radiogram 
for this year it’s about time I made 
a report.  My main objective this year 
has been to update the membership 
list and it was a demanding task.  Un-
fortunately the outcome of this work 
shows that the number of financial 
members has reduced. 
 
  
 
 I would like to welcome our new treas-
urer Barry Kinsella who brings a 
professional approach to this position. 
 
  
 
The highlights of this year have been 
the club night guest speakers.  A little 
scratching and digging of the surface of 
our community turned up some 
gems. 
 
  
 
As a result of some good work from our 
committee we will have an informative 
and entertaining club year in 2007.  
Visit our web site to see what we have 
in store.  www.vwgc.org.au 
 
  
 
I hope to see as many members with 
their family and friends at Wireless Hill 
on Sunday 3 December for an end of 
year gathering.   
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Next meeting: Tuesday the 28th of November :  'World Record' long 
playing records from the 1920's presented by Rodney House. Hear 
and see actual demonstrations of this amazing technology. 
 
Sunday, the 3rd December, Xmas breakup BBQ lunch up 
on Wireless Hill from about 10am onwards. 
  

And - for 2007….. 
January:  Fund rising auction night. Keep your New Years resolutions 
and clean out the shed. Donate your surplus spare parts and equip-
ment to the club, and have a fun auction night.    
  
February: Special film night and demonstration of some old projec-
tors by Tony Smith. 
 
March : Nipper Night. A theme night - bring along your HMV collection 
featuring this Nipper. 
 
April:  Talk by guest Ian Verbart about his career in sound recording. 
 
May:  A comparison in sound. Electric verses Acoustic 78  sound re-
production. Trevor Currie. 
 
June:  AGM. 

The next issue of Radio-Gram will be February 2007. Please make sure any submissions 
reach the editor by Feb.8th at the latest. 
Note: the Committee has decided that all submissions of over 30 words in length must be at 
least typed, but preferably in electronic format. Hand written notices must be short and neat, 
otherwise thy will be scanned and printed as submitted. 
Photos should be clear with sharp focus. 
Radio-Gram is available via email in full colour and days earlier than the printed magazine!  To 
get yours this way, email the editor at Isaiah@bigpond.net.au. This will also save the club 
some money! 
For back issues, contact the editor. 
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�Marconi's grandson Guglielmo and his daughter Princess Elettra attended the 
opening of a major new Marconi exhibition at the Museum of History of Science in 
Oxford, England on 24 April. 

The exhibition - called Wireless World: Marconi and the making of radio - cov-
ered the history of radio from Marconi's early demonstrations in the 1880s to the 
beginning of regular public broadcasts in the 1920s. 

Original equipment and documents from those pioneering days of radio were on 
display, including apparatus from Marconi's very first demonstrations, Marconi-
gram messages sent by the stricken Titanic just before it sank and the micro-
phone used by Nellie Melba to deliver the first ever live public entertainment 
broadcast on 15 June 1920. The exhibition ran from 25 April to 1 October. 

To mark the opening of the exhibition, the Oxford and District Amateur Radio So-
ciety operated special event station GB4MHS from the museum on 25 to 29 April. 

Some of the exhibits that were on display 
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More Club Night Photos 

Some German Bakelite radios re-
stored by Norbert.  (August) 

Some interesting old miniature TV sets from John Newman’s collection (September) 

For a gramophone man, Steve 
Austin seems to be always lucky 
in picking up bargain radios! 
Also shown is his long term res-
toration project. 

And -  Merv always has some-
thing unusual to show us. Just 
look at the intense interest 
shown by Trevor!!  
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