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THE SECRETARY’S REPORT 
�
�We are almost half way through this year and 
so far, club nights have been 
entertaining. 
 
  
 
Unfortunately, the guest speaker for April, Mr. 
Ian Verbart was unwell and 
unable to attend. On behalf of the club, we 
wish Ian a speedy recovery. 
 
  
 
Thanks are due to Tony Smith, who at short 
notice provided three vintage 
16mm films from the National Film Archives. 
These films are a valuable 
resource and we will have more film nights in 
the future. 
 
  
 
I would like to take this opportunity to remind 
every member that the AGM is 
almost upon us and this gives all of us the op-
portunity to play an active 
part in the running of our club.  
 
Under the clubs constitution all elected and 
appointed position are open for 
nomination at every AGM. (I am unaware of a 
more democratic organization 
than this.) 
 
So please consider this privilege and organize 
your nomination and seconder, 
before the June meeting. 
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��� Minutes taken by Vince Taylor. 19 members present. 
	
����
���������� �� �
Club member Tony Smith gave a talk on two of the projectors from 
his collection and demonstrated them with short films. A Swiss 
made Moviemite single sprocket projector showed a 75-year-old 
film entitled `How Talkies Talk’, demonstrating the sound on film re-
cording process. After that, an Australian manufactured, budget ma-
chine by Precision Engineering showed a film from the early 1970s 
on how vinyl records are made. This machine was purchased new c. 
1955 from Kodak in Plaza Arcade. 
������ ��� ����
����� �
Steven Austin showed a 1929 Polly Portable record player from his collection. This incredibly thin and 
small portable had an interesting reproducer fitted with a cardboard oscillator. 
Trevor Currie showed a Radiotone radio manufactured by HP Radio of Murray St Perth. He is in need 
of a tuning condenser and vernier pan dial for this set. 
Rodney House showed off 2 unusual portable projectors he suspects were used for advertising. One 

plays 45-rpm records and projects filmstrips, whilst the other was a rear and 
screen projector screening 8mm film in a cassette format. 
Merv Thompson showed a 16mm Siemens Silent projector and camera 
from the 1950s. The camera box was a gem with the cabin sticker from 
the P&O liner Orcades still on the side. 
Vince Taylor showed a 1929 Columbia Plano-reflex Grafonola suitcase port-
able that he has recently finished conservation work on. Also shown was a red 
HMV model 205 suitcase. portable in as found condition. This basket case is the next restoration project. 

 
 Tuesday 27th March 2007. Minutes taken by Vince Taylor. 17 members present. 
Items of Interest.  (See lower section of the front cover) 
Club Presentation.  
Nipper Night.  (see front cover) 
Trevor Currie showed a Little Nipper mousetrap patented 1907. He also showed a transistor Nipper radio from the 1970s. 
Richard Rennie showed a repro of the painting showing the original Edison machine, a 1947 HMV calendar, the first HMV 
LP record and the first RCA Victor 45rpm record. 
Rodney House brought in a 1988 Nipper calendar, HMV jumper, coffee mugs, paper weight, tie bar & cuff links, record & 
tape care kit, HMV record cleaners, Box of 5000 needles, Matchbox toy truck with logo, Needle cutter and Speed tester. 
Vince Taylor showed early Nipper records including Gramophone Concert, Gramophone Monarch, Zonophone Celebrity and 
His Masters Voice. 
 
 Tuesday 24th April 2007. Minutes taken by Vince Taylor. 18 members present. 
Items of Interest.  
Richard Rennie showed a 2 Box set recording of the complete Holy Bible. The Old and New 
Testament recorded on 7 inch 16 2/3 rpm discs. Richard is looking for the 33 to 16 rpm gearing adaptor 
originally supplied with this type of recording. 
John Newman showed off a 1960s English Wondergram record player. This magnificent modernist 
design folds down to brick size and was the first portable transistorised record player to be put on the 
market. 

Tony Barbatano showed a 1908 English HMV Monarch gramophone. This ma-
chine was complete and original except for the horn which is a repro brass 
flower petal type. The machine was demonstrated and produced a fine sound. 
Steven Austin showed a 1909 Edison Triumph Model D. This big, fairly rare 
machine used the model B diamond reproducer and a 3 spring Trident motor 
that plays 10 cylinders with each winding. This machine is complete except for 
the horn and needs some restoration. 
Tony Smith showed a radio recently purchased at auction. When obtained it 

was found that the set had no valves. Displayed as a word of warning for club members bidding on items that they have not 
had the opportunity to inspect thoroughly. 
Meeting closed at 9.30 p.m.  
Tony Smith showed 2 early films from the Australian Film Archives collection. One featured the Raycophone factory 
and its workings. The second was a silent film advertising Magnavox radios. 
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President’s Report 
Len is still trying to get the hang of the email, and got his offsider to send this jpeg image of his 
typewritten report. Unfortunately my Optical Character Recognition software failed to convert it 
into readable text, so you will all have to decipher it for yourselves! 
The club may have to invest in some liquid paper for Len!   …...Editor 
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May 22:  A comparison in sound. Electric verses Acoustic 78  sound 
reproduction. Trevor Currie. 
 
June 26 :  AGM.  Filling of executive and other club positions and re-
newal of subscriptions. 
Please support this meeting!! 
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