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END OF YEAR SOCIAL
TUESDAY 27 NOVEMBER IS
THE LAST CLUB NIGHT FOR

2007.
THE EVENING WILL BE IN
THE FORM OF ABYO BBQ
THE CLUB WILL PROVIDE:
Fresh Salads
Grilled Onions & Buns
Sauce & Mustard
Plates & Cutlery
Tea, coffee, cool drinks
Cake
YOU PROVIDE:

BBQ Meats & other drinks
ALL WELCOME!

Anyone who can bring along a BBQ
cooker or folding tables for the night,
please contact Andrew Wakeman on
9319 1703.




President’s Report

Due to a computer malfunction at Bower
Birds, Len was unable to submit a printable
version of his report. Hopefully he will be
“back on air “ for the next issue.

Club Items of Interest for Sep-
tember - brought to you by Vince
Taylor:

Norbert Torney displayed 8 valves dating
from 1890 to 1924. An interesting collection
mostly in working condition. Some brass
tipped valves have tungsten filaments that
light up when operating.

Tony Barbatano demonstrated an Edison
Black Gem Phonograph ¢.1905. This item
has been restored since purchase 4 years
ago.

Merv Thompson showed a reproduction tin-
foil phonograph. This was an 1877 model.
He also had a 35mm hand cranked combi-
nation slide and film projector.

Richard Rennie displayed an Edison Model
C Standard Phonograph. This rare model
was issued by International Correspon-
dence Schools and features a repeat
mechanism for use with language lessons.

Tony Smith demonstrated an Edison Model
F Triumph ¢.1911. This machine features a
blue flower petal horn with original finish.
Restoration work included freeing of a
seized bearing and replacement of a bro-
ken diaphragm drop cord. A 1927 Blue Am-
berol cylinder of My Blue Heaven sounded
pretty good on this machine. Also shown
was a 45rpm record player in the form of a
horn gramophone from an unknown Tai-

wanese manufacturer.

John Foster displayed an Edison Stan-
dard 2 minute 2 head machine pat-
ented 1898, This rare machine had 2
reproducers and 2 horns. Purchased
many years ago for 1 shilling, the ma-
chine has been authenticated by Doug-
las Hume in the UK. A number of these
machines have appeared in America.
The idea of the double reproducer was
to double the volume and create a
slight echo effect.




Edison Standard Phonograph Model A with Polyphonattachment.1899 - 1901

Additional information concerning the machine shown by John Foster at the Septeratieg ared
the photographs shown on the previous page.

Recently a Model A Edison Standard Phonograph with Polyphone attachment was sholwh at ajc
meeting. It was a suitcase model Standard, so called because it had sugsds®dihg the square li
on to the base.

—

It played the wax two minute records. However the unique feature of this maasnbewolyphone
attachment.

The Polyphone attachment uses TWO Edison Automatic reproducers that playotdesmaultane-
ously. The reproducers are arranged in line with the grooves, with both sty sitthe same groove
but a few centimetres apart. The machine had two original aluminium horns.

The two reproducers ‘intersect’ in such a way as to ensure the styli aralabgrtbat they always be
gin playing in the same groove.

Apart from increasing the loudness of the record, the two reproducers also atid affesxt. (This
effect has been used on records in more recent times; by Elvis Presley andithvesSbhaexample.)

The echo is not as distracting as might be first imagined. Cylinder recooligae at about 120 rpm
(later 160 rpm). The diameter of the cylinder record is 2.125 inches. Therefonetimeference is
6.676 inches. At 120 rpm, the time for one revolution is 0.5 seconds. If the styli are one inch agart,
then the sound from the second reproducer will be heard 0.075 seconds after the sound from the first
reproducer. This type of echo is quite acceptable.

The so-called “Automatic” reproducer was designed to enabled the stylus tdateva#ly in order to
track the groove correctly. It was the precursor to the Model C reproducer.

Richard Rennie and John Foster

For further information refer to George L. FrowhelEdison Cylinder Record Companion (1994), pp-2236
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Happy Birthday!
Apart from the 130th anniversary of Edison’s Talking Machine, there are some
other significant birthdays this year :
SPUTNIK - Fifty years ago! Yes, on the 4th October 1957 Sputnik | kick-started
the space race, beating the Americans by several months! Sputnik | Was a 585mm
diameter polished aluminium sphere weighing 83.6kg (mostly batteries), with puls-
ing radio transmitters operating on 20MHz and 40MHz.

THE COMPACT DISC - 25 Years on. Hard to believe, the first commercial CD
was manufactured on the 17th August 1982 by Royal Philips Electronics in Lan-
genhagen, Germany. This Philips factory belonged to Polygram, and the first CD
was The Visitors, by ABBA.

By the time CD’s were introduced on the market in November 1982, a catalog of
around 150 titles - mainly classical - had been produced. The first CD players, in-
cluding Philips’ CD100, were introduced in Japan in November, followed by US
and European market introduction in March of 1983.
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John Foster of Mt.Lawley and John Skevington of Cottesloe




